The Honorable [FIRST AND LAST NAME OF RECIPIENT]
[Insert DC Office Address]
Dear [Senator/Representative] [LAST NAME]:
Congress has an opportunity this year to modernize U.S. truck shipments, while making them safer, greener and more competitive with our major trading partners. As [JOB TITLE] of the [FACILITY/COMPANY NAME AND LOCATION], I encourage you to co-sponsor the Safe and Efficient Transportation Act (SETA) – a carefully crafted proposal that gives states the option to selectively raise interstate weight limits for trucks equipped with six axles, instead of the typical five.
The goal of SETA is to make U.S. truck transportation safer and more sustainable. The U.S. federal weight limit has been set at 80,000 pounds since 1982. Many truck shipments now hit this limit with significant space left in the trailer – forcing shippers to use more trucks and fuel than necessary. We must act now to correct this inefficiency because it will worsen as our economy – and population – grows.
Empirical evidence and academic studies demonstrate that trucks equipped with an additional (sixth) axle can safely transport 97,000 pounds – the new weight limit SETA proposes. Studies by the U.S. DOT and Transportation Research Board have both determined that six-axle trucks traveling at 97,000 pounds do not lose stopping or handling capability, nor do they adversely affect our nation’s roads. In fact, the higher weight limit would cut the number of trucks needed for shipments—saving $2.4 billion in pavement restoration costs over 20 years, according to a U.S. DOT study.
By safely increasing the amount of freight each vehicle may carry, companies can dramatically reduce the truckloads, vehicle miles and fuel they need to ship each ton of freight. SETA would also have a direct impact on highway safety. The biggest single factor in the number of truck accidents is vehicle miles traveled. By minimizing the vehicle miles any one company must travel, the legislation would make highways safer.
Canada and many European nations already have higher truck weight limits and have experienced what we would like to replicate in the U.S. Since the United Kingdom raised its gross vehicle weight limit to 97,000 pounds for six-axle vehicles in 2001, fatal truck-related accident rates have declined by 35 percent. More freight has been shipped, while the vehicle miles traveled to deliver a ton of freight has declined.

SETA is a wise proposal that gives states the option to make truck shipments more efficient and sustainable. It would lead to positive changes for the business community, highway safety, infrastructure and the environment. We hope you will support its enactment.

Sincerely,

[Insert Signature]

[NAME]

[TITLE]

[FACILITY/COMPANY NAME AND LOCATION]
